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It is disclosed a method of protecting a local area of components (1 ) from the effects of 
thermochemical or mechanical processes carried out on the surface (6) of the component. 
A masking material containing at least one filler material is applied to the local area so that 
the local area is protected by the masking material (5a). This is at least partially 
polymerized on the local area. Subsequently the thermochemical or physical processes on 
the surface (6) of the component (1) are carried out after which the polymerized masking 
material (5a) is removed from the local area of the component (1 ). 



1 



Translation of the explanations of enclosure 2 of the search report of the 
European Patent Office ("Europaisches Patentamt") explaining the symbol 
letters stating the relevancy of the cited references: 



Explanations 

Column 1 : Category of Named Documents 

X: Reference which by itself is considered to have special 
significance 

Y: Reference which in combination with another reference in the 

same category is considered to have special significance 
A: Technological background 
O: Disclosure not in writing 
P: In-between literature 

T: Theories or principles basic to the invention 

E: Older patent document published on or after filing date 

D: Reference cited in the patent application 

L: Reference cited for other reasons 

&: Member of same patent family, corresponding document 

Colunrn 2: Identification of document, specifying the relevant portions, if 

necessary 

Column 3: Concerned claims 

(In this column, the claims allocated to the relevant passages 
of column 2 are indicated.) 

Column 4: Classification of Application (Int. CI. 7) 



Searched Fields (Int. CI. 7) 



